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Press Information

Released June 3, 2003
Activated Image presents

The Principle of Motion

“A truly outstanding young theatre company” Evening Standard
“((((( A reminder that real theatre isn’t dead” Metro
“Expect to hear much more of this company” Three Weeks
It baffled everyone it met. All over Europe, the same question. Can a machine really think?

It’s 1770 and Wolfgang von Kempelen is about to change the course of history. At the court of Maria Theresa, Empress of Austria-Hungary, the young inventor wheels out a box, behind which sits a wooden man dressed in Turkish robes. On top of the box, a chessboard. 

A challenger steps forward. He inspects the box. No hidden wires, no hidden player. Nothing more than meets the eye. Kempelen winds up his strange creation, and an assembly of cogs, wheels and levers judders to life. The Turk – as the automaton is dubbed – proceeds to claim his first of many victims on the battlefield of the human mind.

Inspired by the bestselling book and BBC Radio Four series The Mechanical Turk (by Telegraph and Spectator writer Tom Standage), Fringe First nominees Activated Image bring an extraordinary true story to the stage. This vivid, physically-charged ensemble performance charts the Turk’s colourful journey across Europe – the legendary men and women whose lives it touched, the loneliness and isolation it forced on its creator, and the mind-shattering new thinking about the relationship between man and machine it left in its wake.

Activated Image’s previous productions include the revival of Stephen Fry’s Latin! which played Edinburgh’s Gilded Balloon, transferring to the New End Theatre and, earlier this year, the King’s Head Theatre. The company has produced two acclaimed new dramas at the Fringe, 2002’s The Straight Man which transfers to the King’s Head next year, and the Fringe First-nominated Amy Evans’ Strike (“One of the gems of 2001” The List).

For more information: 07850 217 399 or info@activated.co.uk • Images (from June 9): www.activated.co.uk/press 

EDINBURGH FRINGE LISTINGS

Activated Image: The Principle of Motion. Conceived and directed by Adam Barnard. Devised by the company.

Smirnoff Underbelly ‘Iron Belly’. July 31 to August 24 (not 12) @ 4.10pm (ends 5.35pm).

Tickets £7.50 - £9.50 (previews Jul 31, Aug 1: £4). Box Office: 0870 745 3083
Smirnoff is Underbelly's sponsor and not the sponsor of any of the shows






